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Opening
For three years now we have presented an Annual Report with our
church family. Our church structure and leadership have a commitment
to share the state of our church with full transparency. The state of our
church is far more than an end-of-year
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2020 proved to be a year in which uncertainty became the way of life.
However, in all of this, I want to give our God all the praise for every victory,
every grace in the face of challenge, and the strength to continue day by
day. I also want to thank you. While at times we may have felt knocked
down, you did not give up and we were still able to see HIS church make an
Impact in and out of our church. Thank you for serving as a part of our
Impact Teams. Thank you for every donation you made to the ministries of
our church. Lastly, thank you for your faithful tithing which is the bedrock of
our giving and our ministry funding.
As we began last year, we did so with so much hope and plans, but soon
March came and we saw so much begin to change. Our center activity of
church was dramatically changed and our core value of connection to one
another felt disconnected more than connected. While my honest
assessment is we missed some opportunities as we kept hoping for a return
to our previous normal, we were still able to see many great victories.
Several areas of outreach both regionally and around the world continued
to grow. We enjoyed and expanded our online presence both in improved
methods and tools of technology to new people connecting online. We
also were forced but blessed by connecting in virtual groups. While
di erent, I believe our church family grew to trust God and one another in
di erent and improved ways. So much of our ministry was no longer large
events, but in our daily outreach to others. This, I believe, pleased the
Father.
My heart cry for 2021 is to learn and be prepared to engage in a changing
world. In all the changes and even the worse fears, there is an opportunity
to share the love of Jesus. While at times our tools and methods may
change, our passion to connect in relationship to one another and Christ
while continuing to grow strong and serve others has not- must not
change. We look to the new year with hope and a commitment to evolve
our methods to reach this changing world. Heaven depends on it, lives
hang in the balance for it.
Pastor Joshua Lynn
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Impact Snapshot
Weekend Worship Averages:
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GIVING (O
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Seed Fund
Pavilion Phase 2:

Outside Financial Impact
Beyond Our Church
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CONNECT TO CHRIST
Our greatest desire continues to see everyone CONNECT to Know Christ
in a personal relationship. Through CONNECT Groups we build
relationships with Christ and other believers while doing life together.

Connect Groups:

In 2020 Connect Groups we began in
spring groups and then were forced with
COVID to move o -campus. Our groups
quickly adapted to online formats to still
see one another, pray together, and try to
connect the best we could.

We did not do a traditional summer
semester but include those in our fall
semester. The fall semester allowed us
some groups on campus again and some
activity-based groups.

Moving Forward to CONNECT in 2021
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GROW STRONG IN CHRIST
We have a strong passion to see our church
family GROW strong and mature in Christ.
The
GROWth
Journey
series
and GROW classes each provide tools to assist
each person and provide an opportunity
to GROW strong and mature in Christ and with
one another.
In 2020 we were met with di culty in meeting due to the COVID
pandemic. Our full calendar of Growth Journey classes on campus was
stopped. We began to explore online modules to allow those to continue
or to even make up a session should someone miss one.
In 2021, we will restore the previous year's schedule but move to a larger
space so we can keep everyone safe. As well, we will begin to record
some of those classes so we can o er them online as makeup sessions.
We hope to not only provide the Growth Journey through online training
but also to add Impact Team training for our Impact Teams.

Moving Forward to GROW in 2021
Growth Journey & Grow
Classes
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SERVE OTHERS AS UNTO CHRIST
We passionately believe we are not complete in Christ
until we release the unique abilities and gifts we have been given
to SERVE others so that we can make an IMPACT in our Community,
Region, and World. Simply we SERVE to make an IMPACT in God’s
Kingdom. It is through the IMPACT TEAMS that each person has a place
to SERVE in and out of the church with their gifts, talents, and purpose.
Our church family has always had the
heart to SERVE. 2020 forced several of
our normal formats to serve to stop
forcing us to evaluate ways to continue in
this unique year. Our teams served outside their comforts and explored
new tools to do so. Many leaders held groups online, children and youth
gatherings were served online as well. We want to thank those who
willingly stepped out into new territories in 2020.
As we look to 2021, we know we must be even more exible for the
unknowns of life. In our weekend and weekly gatherings, we must
continue to fully sta each Impact Team so we can provide the best
ministry to everyone possible. We know and must be prepared for the
unexpected and the 'new normal' as we move forward by being willing to
do things di erently and sacri ce in greater ways to Impact others.

Moving Forward to SERVE in 2021
2021 Impact Team Future
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Our mission is greater than a single ministry, team, or event. Jesus gave a
simple and clear mandate in Acts 1:8 to be ‘witnesses’ in their city, their
region, and to the end of the world. Every team and ministry has a part in
our call to reach beyond our doors to make an Impact in our Community,
Region, and World. From the online campus of services to the events
and groups we must strive to Impact Others. 2020 prevented many
events because we did many in large-scale groups. In spite of the
challenges, we saw several areas still Impacted for Christ. As we move
into 2021, we must look to less of the large scale but how we can do
smaller Community Impacts in Groups and other strategies to go out.

Impacting Our Community
Local Missions: Hands and Feet

Drive Thru- Back to
School Outreach:

CHOW Bag Ministry
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Nashville Church Assistance

Franklin County Jail Ministry

Homeless Outreach
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Dominican Republic
Dominican Republic

Uganda
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Impacting our Community
Continue and Enhance
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Impacting our World
Dominican Republic
Church Building
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Wow! This past year has been a unique experience to say the least. It was
full of challenges that none of us saw coming, but each of those
challenges presented new opportunities. Our approach to student
ministry has always been to meet students’ physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs. Typically this has been facilitated by gatherings where we
met in a safe, loving, and fun environment to worship and hear the truth of
God’s Word. When those gatherings became unsafe for our students, we
had to immediately answer the question, “How do we adapt to best
minister when things don’t go as planned?” While our method had to
change, our purpose never did. As we prayerfully navigated each
situation, great opportunities arose that we are still learning from. We
have had the chance to focus more on personal discipleship through
smaller gatherings both online and in person. Our children have been
able to join us in the main sanctuary on Sunday mornings. Families being
together for a time of worship and hearing the Word is a goal we have had
for some time and this season presented a way for that to happen. I fully
believe these opportunities and others, while initially challenging, will
produce results for years to come as we continue to pursue our purpose
in Christ.

Refuge Youth
At the beginning of 2020, the Lord laid a
specific message on my heart for our youth
entitled “Expect More, Give More”. It was based
out of the story of the widow who Elisha
instructed to gather jars which she filled with oil.
The message was a call to faith and action
which set the tone for the year. As we moved
into February and March we went into a series
on learning how to honor God in our
relationships. In late March when the method by which we met changed, we
shifted our focus to specifically encourage students in their personal
devotional life. Students were encouraged to use the extra time they may
have at home to study and draw closer to the Lord. Throughout the Spring
and Summer we went through a couple of daily devotion plans including
one called “Wake Up - Rediscovering a Passion for God and The Bible.” As
we moved into Fall we were able to begin meeting in person again. We met
14

on Wednesday nights for several months under Youth Ministry Spotlight:
the pavilion. Meeting in person was a
welcomed relief. We continued digging into
God’s Word by walking through 1 Timothy
together and learning from the instructions Paul
gave for the early church. We wrapped up the
year by meeting back in the Refuge. During the
Christmas season we explored what it means for Jesus to be “Emmanuel,
God with us” by looking at Max Lucado’s “Because of Bethlehem”.
Throughout the year we missed several of our
events that we all look forward to. However we were
able to enjoy some special times together and the
uniqueness of the year just made us appreciate
those times even more. In January we loaded up
and headed to Tupelo for Winter Jam! It was a great
night or worship and fun! Throughout the Spring and Summer we were able
to have a few cookouts and kickball games. In August, we joined other youth
from all over the state for a One-Day Camp at Camp Boothe. In October, we
got together and had a blast carving pumpkins and just hanging out. In
November we started a new tradition by getting together for a traditional
Thanksgiving meal. This simple event turned out to be one of our students
favorite events of the year. There was just something special about leaning
into tradition, expressing gratitude together, and of course eating great food!!
We have a great group of young men
and women that are a part of our
church family. God is using them daily
as they walk with Him and grow in
every area of their life. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to be a part
of their lives. I could not do it alone. Our youth volunteers give selflessly of
their time and effort to invest into the lives of our young people. For that I am
forever grateful! I know without a doubt that 2021 will present unique
challenges of its on, but I am excited to see what all the Lord has in store for
us as we pursue Him!
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Highlights:
What a year it has been for our kids! We began
the year teaching them about the armor of God
with a series called “Everyday Armor.” They
learned what it means to put on the full armor
of God so that they can stand firm against
anything that comes their way. In March, we
began a series called “Blueprints”. This series used a construction theme and
looked at the stories of Jonah, Gideon, & Nehemiah to teach kids to manage
their emotions according to God’s plan.
As the opportunity to meet in person changed in late March, we finished this
series online utilizing both Facebook and Zoom. Soon after we had to pause
in person meetings, in an effort to stay connected with our kids, we began a
weekly Tuesday Night Zoom meeting. This weekly online gathering quickly
became something that our kids look forward to each week and it allowed
us to continue a process of discipleship in spite of not being together in
person. We covered several subjects in our Zoom meetings including a walk
through the life of Moses and a focus on learning the books of the Bible.
In September, we relaunched our in person
gathering with a series called “Flash Forward”.
This space themed series focus on how we can
have hope for the future. In November, we
taught on the life of Joseph through a series
called “Right on Time” where the focus was to
show kids how they can love God by acting
justly, showing mercy, being humble, and
obeying Him. We closed the year out by
celebrating Christmas. Thankfully we had the
opportunity for our kids to share a few songs
with us as we celebrated together on the
Sunday before Christmas. They did a fantastic job as always!
No doubt this year has been difficult for our kids and we continue to
evaluate how we can best minister to them. However, I have said it before
and the same holds true today that children are resilient and they often
adapt much easier than some of us who are “more experienced”. I have been
extremely proud of how they have handled things. Their ability to make the
best of every situation is inspiring and something that we can all learn from.
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Also, I have to give a huge THANK YOU to all of our volunteers. There is no
way that we could effectively minister to our kids without you. From making
goodie bags for kids to enjoy during “big church” to giving that extra effort so
a lesson or game works just the right way, none of it goes unappreciated.
Your investment into the lives of our kids will produce a harvest for years and
years to come. With endless opportunities ahead of them, Jesus inside
them, and us behind them, there is no limit to what the future holds for our
kids!
In Christ- Pastor David and Amy Ray

Fall Festival
2020’s Fall Festival was
di erent to say the least but our team worked hard to nd a way to bring
some normality to our community, and especially our kids. We had less
activities on campus but we were still able to give candy, prizes, and
hopefully a little fun during the fall season. We had
over 200 go through the digital registration for safety Fall Festival:
and we had a good crowd of kids and families.

Community Kids Snapshot
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2020
• Found Ways To Stay on Mission in Crisis
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Adapting and Preparing to Advance His Mission:

Seed O
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INCOME
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INCOME
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Going beyond our Budget
Below you will nd several projects we hope to complete in 2021.
These are some approved projects for giving above and beyond
regular giving of tithes and o erings.
LED Sanctuary Lights:

Going Beyond Our Wish List
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OurCC.org
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